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May 24, 2007

Following are the Lodge instructions for the 2007 Public Schools Contests. Be sure to read as new schedule and guidelines are in effect this year.

NEW SCHEDULE
Essay Contest starts Aug. 2, and ends Nov. 9, 2007 (100 days)

Nov. 10 – Nov. 22 -- Local Judging 

Nov. 26, 2007 --  ALL ENTRIES are due to Grand Lodge Public Schools Committee

Nov. 27, 2007 – Entries distributed to State Judging Teams so DON’T BE LATE.

Dec. 10 – State Judging complete.  

Dec. 14 – Dec. 21 – Obtain State Award Checks.

Dec. 21 – Notify Lodges of State Winners and mail Certificates and awards to Lodges

Essay Contest

Local 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners for each grade are eligible for consideration at the State level. To facilitate judging and return notification submit the following:

· Place your Lodge name and personnel contact information for return notice. 
**  Your E-mail address is the best and fastest return info.

** Certificates and awards will be mailed to Lodge address, if another      address  is desired please submit that address.

· Submit only originals

· Organize submissions by grade (not by school)

· All entries must be received NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 26, 2007.
· Essays not adhering to the SPECIAL GUIDELINES will not be excepted.  (Reference found in School Guidelines)

· Complete and return Recap form by February 1, 2008. (I need this to Justify the Program and Contest Budget,)  (Without them no program)

Classroom Grants

· Each Lodge may submit up to two (2) Classroom Grant Requests
· Grant requests will not be accepted directly from Teachers
· All entries must be received NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 26, 2007.
Please submit essays, grant requests, and recap forms to:

Henry L. Spomer

Grand Lodge Public Schools Committee

6360 N. Orange Blossom Ln.

Tucson, AZ. 85741-2844

As you can see, this year there is no ‘T’ Shirt Design or Educator of the Year contest. This is due to lack of participation in these programs.  Additionally it appears that Lodges who get involved with their schools and do local awards programs have a much better response to the program so it has been decided that State Awards will be sent to the Local Lodges to be awarded.

If your lodge does not have a program in operation and would like help in starting one up you can contact any of the Public Schools Committee members for help.  If you would like to have a committee member attend or help you with your local awards program please give one of us a call.  I have informed the committee members of their obligations to help and attend as requested.

Again this year we will not provide packets as many lodges do not utilize the certificates and they are thrown away.  This will save several hundred dollars on budget expenditures. Forms, certificates, guidelines can be located and downloaded from the following sites:

www.azmason.org  or  www.benson-arizona.com/MarionMcDaniel56
Each lodge may now modify the certificates to meet their own personal needs.  

I have enjoyed your support and work over the years and am counting on you to continue your good work with the schools.  Good luck and may you have much success.  Thank you for your cooperation and participation in this event.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, or any member of the Public Schools Committee.

Fraternally

Henry L. Spomer
Henry L. Spomer, Chairman
       Voice: (520) 544-0012


         Fax: (520) 544-0081


                 E-mail:


     1papapie@comcast.net


     forazcactuskid@juno.com
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Henry Spomer, P.M. 


6360 Orange Blossom Ln 


Tucson, AZ  85741-2844








